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THE  •  FOUNDING  OF  •  GREAT  FALLS 


CAME  to  Fort  Benton  from  Minneapolis 
early  in  1879,  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  in 
sheep  raising,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year 
established  my  first  sheep  camp  on  Belt 
River  at  the  mouth  of  Otter  Creek.  Having  read  Paul 
Allen’s  Lewis  &  Clark  and  knowing  that  the  Falls  of 
the  Missouri  River  were  situated  about  forty  miles 
above  Fort  Benton,  I  resolved  to  visit  them  at  the 
earliest  possible  time;  but  so  busy  was  I,  during  1879 
and  the  first  half  of  the  following  year,  in  locating  my 
sheep  ranches  that  it  was  not  until  the  fall  of  1880  that, 
accompanied  by  my  son  Theodore,  I  struck  across  the 
country  from  our  Otter  Creek  camp  to  the  lower  or 
great  falls.  I  can  never  forget  the  impression  made 
upon  my  mind  as  I  looked  down  for  the  first  time  upon 
these  falls  and  beheld,  below  them,  the  deep  canon 
with  its  projecting  cliffs  far  above  the  foaming  current. 
I  could  readily  understand  the  feelings  of  Captain 
Lewis  as  he  gazed  upon  this  scene  seventy-five  years 
before.  My  son,  having  killed  a  young  buck  soon 
after  our  arrival  at  the  falls,  we  picketed  our  horses 
and  after  gathering  some  wood  for  our  camp-fire, 
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spent  the  evening  in  further  viewing  the  falls  and  the 
rugged  canyon  above  and  below  them  from  different 
angles.  When  night  came  we  spread  our  blankets  and 
laid  down  to  sleep  and  to  dream  of  the  grand  scenery 
that  had  so  deeply  interested  us.  At  midnight  we 
were  aroused  from  our  sleep  by  an  attempted  stam¬ 
peding  of  our  horses,  probably  by  a  mountain  lion  or 
a  bear.  It  is  needless  to  state  that  there  was  no  more 
sleep  for  us  that  night  and  we  spent  the  remainder  of 
it  in  watching  our  horses,  for  we  did  not  care  to  be 
set  afoot  on  that  solitary  spot.  The  next  day  we  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Otter  Creek  camp  fully  determined  to 
again  visit  the  great  falls  and  continue  our  journey 
up  the  river  and  thus  obtain  a  correct  idea  of  all  the 
falls  and  rapids  above.  We  did  not,  however,  find  an 
opportunity  to  renew  our  investigations  until  about 
the  middle  of  November  of  1881,  when  we  followed  the 
river  bank  from  the  great  falls  up  to  the  foot  of 
Crooked  Falls  where  we  were  brought  to  a  halt  by 
the  deep  canyon  known  as  Four  Mile  Coulee,  which 
we  were  unable  to  cross  with  our  team.  Night  coming 
on  we  descended  to  the  mouth  of  this  deep  coulee 
where  we  camped.  Awakened  in  the  early  morning 
by  a  blinding  snowstorm  we  harnessed  our  horses  and 
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by  the  aid  of  a  compass  directed  our  course  homeward, 
being  reluctantly  compelled  by  the  approaching  win¬ 
ter  to  suspend  further  investigation.  At  this  point  I 
should  state  that  what  I  had  so  far  seen  of  the  falls 
of  the  Missouri  interested  me  only  from  a  scenic 
standpoint  as  I  saw  no  way  to  employ  this  great  water 
power  for  industrial  purposes  as  they  were  situated 
in  a  deep  and  inaccessible  canyon — the  transmission 
of  water  power  by  electricity  which  has  made  the  sev¬ 
eral  falls  of  the  Missouri  as  well  as  the  rapids  available 
for  power  puposes  being  unknown  at  that  time. 

The  next  year  (1882),  accompanied  by  one  of  my  em¬ 
ployees  at  the  Otter  Creek  ranch,  I  started  out  deter¬ 
mined  to  fully  complete  my  investigation  of  the  entire 
series  of  falls  and  rapids  of  the  Missouri  River.  Fol¬ 
lowing  an  old  trail  from  Box  Elder  Creek  that  led  to 
the  head  of  the  Missouri  River  rapids,  we  came  quite 
unexpectedly  upon  the  high  point  of  land  near  the  site 
of  the  Orphans  Home  and  where  the  water  tower  of 
Boston  Heights  is  situated.  From  this  viewpoint  the 
scenery  presented  was  exceedingly  beautiful  and  inter¬ 
esting.  Although  I  had  traveled  much  over  Northern 
Montana  and  the  country  between  the  Missouri  River 
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and  the  Yellowstone  during  my  three  years  residence 
in  Fort  Benton,  I  had  never  seen  a  spot  as  attractive 
as  this  and  one  that  at  once  appealed  to  me  as  an  ideal 
site  for  a  city.  Before  me  I  saw  a  plain,  unbroken  by 
ravines,  gently  descending,  for  a  distance  of  two  miles, 
to  the  broad  Missouri  with  its  low,  grassy  banks, 
while  beyond,  I  beheld  Sun  River  as  it  runs  through 
the  beautiful  valley  and  unites  its  waters  with  those  of 
the  great  Missouri.  This  scenery,  composed  of  valleys 
and  rivers,  flanked  by  smoothly  rounded  table  lands, 
formed  a  picture  never  to  be  forgotten.  I  had  looked 
upon  this  scene  for  a  few  moments  only  when  I  said 
to  myself,  here  I  will  found  a  city.  Intensely  inter¬ 
ested,  I  hastened  forward  to  give  this  chosen  ground 
a  careful  inspection,  approaching  the  river  bank,  near 
the  base  of  Prospect  Hill,  at  a  point  just  below  the 
mouth  of  Sun  River.  Directing  my  course  northward, 
I  came  to  the  high  point  of  land  near  the  junction  of 
Ninth  Avenue  North  and  the  river,  at  which  point  the 
Missouri  is  deflected  sharply  to  the  East.  In  my 
progress  thus  far  from  a  point  opposite  the  mouth  of 
Sun  River,  I  found  no  evidences  that  a  human  being 
had  ever  lived  on  this  ground,  except  a  half-decayed 
log  cabin  in  a  thick  clump  of  willows  at  the  water’s 
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edge,  which,  doubtless,  had  been  occupied  many  years 
before  by  trappers  of  the  American  Fur  Company. 
This  whole  tract,  upon  which  I  looked,  was  as  wild 
and  tenantless  as  when  Lewis  and  Clark  trod  upon  it 
three-quarters  of  a  century  before.  From  this  point 
I  continued  my  course  along  the  river  bank  to  Black 
Eagle  Falls  and,  from  a  projecting  cliff,  looked  down, 
for  the  first  time,  upon  these  falls  and  saw,  near  the 
opposite  shore,  the  island  where  the  black  eagle,  noted 
by  Lewis  and  Clark,  had  built  its  nest.  My  brief  in¬ 
vestigation  of  Black  Eagle  Falls,  where  now  is  sit¬ 
uated  the  magnificent  plant  of  the  Boston  and  Mon¬ 
tana  Copper  Company,  satisfied  me  that  the  entire 
power,  to  be  afforded  by  these  falls,  could  be  em¬ 
ployed  under  methods  then  existing  for  operating  mills 
and  factories,  if  located  on  the  river  bottom  lands 
below.  This  conclusion  greatly  strengthened  my 
faith  in  the  future  industrial  city  that  I  believed  would 
surely  be  built  at  the  head  of  the  Missouri  Falls.  Pro¬ 
ceeding  down  the  river,  I  soon  came  upon  the  Giant 
Springs,  situated  upon  the  bank  of  the  river  about  ten 
feet  above  its  ordinary  flow.  From  the  depths  of  these 
springs,  believed  to  be  the  largest  on  the  continent, 
there  proceeds  a  body  of  rushing,  never-changing 
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water  of  crystal  clearness,  whose  outflow,  as  measured 
by  the  Geological  Survey,  is  635  cubic  feet  per  second 
or  400,000,000  gallons  every  twenty-four  hours. 

Half-a-mile  below  the  Giant  Springs,  I  came  upon 
Colters,  Rainbow  and  Crooked  Falls,  so  closely  con¬ 
nected  as  to  constitute  a  group,  whose  combined  fall 
is  105  feet,  and  just  below  the  foot  of  Crooked  Falls,  I 
again  looked  down  upon  the  spot  in  Four-Mile  Coulee, 
where  we  had  camped  the  previous  November,  when 
our  further  investigations  were  cut  short  by  a  severe 
snowstorm.  Thus  having  seen  the  river  at  all  points, 
from  the  big  falls  to  the  head  of  the  rapids  which  term¬ 
inate  at  the  foot  of  the  Long  Pool  where  the  Great 
Northern  Railway  bridge  now  spans  the  river,  I  re¬ 
turned  at  once  to  my  headquarters  in  Fort  Benton, 
where  I  lost  no  time  in  maturing  my  plans  for  the  im¬ 
mediate  future.  The  all-important  object  before  me  at 
that  time  was  to  acquire  title  to  the  lands  required  for 
the  future  city  and  to  secure  the  lands  along  the  river 
adjacent  to  the  several  important  water-power  sites. 
As  this  step  involved  the  expenditure  of  much  more 
money  than  I  could  command,  I  decided,  after  weigh¬ 
ing  the  situation  carefully,  to  open  communication 
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with  James  J.  Hill,  whom  I  had  known  for  many  years 
while  living  in  Minneapolis  and  who  had  recently  ac¬ 
quired  great  wealth  through  the  purchase  of  the  bank¬ 
rupt  St.  Paul  and  Pacific  Railroad.  Having  decided 
upon  this  step,  without  delay  I  opened  correspondence 
with  Mr.  Hill,  and  during  the  summer  and  early  fall,  I 
placed  before  him  by  letter,  much  information  as  to  the 
extent  and  availability  of  the  water-power  as  well  as 
to  the  coal  and  other  useful  minerals  immediately  trib¬ 
utary  to  it  and,  in  November  1882,  I  went  to  St.  Paul 
where  I  at  once  concluded  an  agreement  with  Mr.  Hill, 
whereby  we  were  to  become  jointly  interested  in  the 
development  of  a  city  here,  at  the  head  of  the  falls. 

Having  obtained  a  large  supply  of  scrip,  principally 
Soldiers  Additional  Homestead,  I  lost  no  time  in  re¬ 
turning  to  Montana,  and  assisted  by  Robert  Vaughn, 
with  H.  P.  Rolfe  as  surveyor,  to  whom  I  had  entrusted 
my  plans  for  founding  a  city,  I  immediately  began  the 
work  of  surveying  land  and  locating  scrip  on  such 
tracts  as  I  deemed  most  important.  At  this  point  I 
will  state  that  I  was  much  indebted  to  Robert  Vaughn 
for  cordial  and  constant  support,  not  only  during  the 
winter  of  1882-1883,  but  throughout  the  work  of  plac- 
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ing  the  Great  Falls  Townsite  enterprise  on  a  basis  so 
solid  and  secure  that  it  could  not  be  successfully  at¬ 
tacked  by  invading  interests. 

In  the  summer  and  fall  of  1883,  I  platted  the  townsite 
and  named  it  Great  Falls,  although  I  first  suggested 
Hillton  as  its  name,  in  honor  of  James  J.  Hill,  my 
partner.  As  he  would  not  consent  to  my  proposal,  I 
thought  the  name  Great  Falls  would,  all  things  con¬ 
sidered,  be  the  most  appropriate  for  the  new  town. 
Trusting  to  my  memory,  the  men  who  made  their 
homes  here  during  the  summer  and  fall  of  1883  were, 
James  Matkin,  John  Woods,  Frank  Pottle,  S.  A. 
Beachley,  Charles  Wegner,  John  Whytal,  R.  S.  Wil¬ 
liams  and  Theodore  Gibson.  There  may  have  been 
one  or  two  others  whose  names  I  do  not  now  recall. 
All  the  men  to  whom  I  have  referred  left  the  young 
town,  during  the  first  two  months  of  winter  except  S. 
A.  Beachley,  who  occupied  his  cabin  near  the  big  cot¬ 
tonwood  tree  on  the  river  bank  about  80  rods  above 
the  Western  terminus  of  Eighth  Avenue  North,  and 
for  about  two  months  and  a  half,  Beachley  was  the 
only  man  living  on  the  new  townsite  of  Great  Falls.  It 
was  when  living  in  this  cabin,  just  as  winter  had  set 
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in,  that  Beachley,  one  day  while  quietly  reading  a  six 
months  old  newspaper,  was  suddenly  waited  upon  by 
a  war  party  of  half  a  dozen  Blackfeet  Indians,  or  more 
likely  Nez  Perces,  who  had  refused  to  surrender  after 
the  battle  of  the  Bears  Paw  and  had  made  their  home 
just  across  the  Boundary  Line.  Without  ceremony, 
these  Indians  at  once  took  possession  of  the  cabin 
and  set  Beachley  at  work  cooking  his  food  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  satisfy  their  almost  insatiable  appetites.  His 
service  as  cook  did  not  end  until  he  had  completely 
exhausted  his  supplies.  Being  on  foot,  the  Indian 
party  could  only  appropriate  a  few  of  the  articles  in 
his  cabin,  but  among  the  things  taken,  were  two  pairs 
of  large,  North  Star  blankets  which  Beachley  greatly 
needed  and  which  he  valued  so  highly  that  he  gently 
attempted  to  withhold  them  but,  as  an  Indian  immed¬ 
iately  seized  and  cocked  his  rifle,  he  wisely  surrend¬ 
ered  them.  As  Beachley  was  living  alone,  in  a  se¬ 
cluded  spot,  he  would  doubtless  have  been  killed  by 
this  band  of  marauding  Indians  had  he  not  complied 
with  their  demands  in  every  respect. 


The  platting  of  a  town  by  Hill  and  Gibson,  at  the 
head  of  the  Missouri  falls,  having  become  quite  gen- 
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erally  known,  there  was  much  activity  here  from  the 
commencement  of  March  until  the  closing  months  of 
the  year.  Among  the  first  settlers  in  Great  Falls  in 
1884,  were  H.  O.  Chowen  and  Dr.  J.  H.  Fairfield  with 
his  dog  Kaiser,  Geo.  E.  Huy,  Ira  Meyers,  Geo.  Arm¬ 
strong,  James  Walker,  Tom  Carter,  Joe  Peeper,  D.  J. 
Spurgin,  Howard  Criss,  James  Burns,  H.  H.  Higgins, 
W.  P.  Beachley,  C.  N.  Dickinson,  Ed.  Canary,  Joe 
Keough,  W.  P.  Wren,  Joe  Anheier  (alias  Wild  Bill), 
P.  H.  Hughes,  O.  C.  Mortson,  Wm.  Warner,  Chas. 
Remp,  Josephus  Hamilton,  Geo.  Buddington. 

Arrivals  of  investigators  and  actual  settlers  took  place 
daily  through  this  year,  until  we  had  a  population  of 
not  less  than  200  and  the  sound  of  the  hammer  and  the 
saw  was  heard  on  many  blocks  and  especially  on  the 
south  side  of  Central  Avenue. 

In  June  of  this  year,  James  J.  Hill  came  out  from  St. 
Paul  to  Helena  over  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway, 
which  had  just  been  completed,  and  having  been  met 
by  Theodore  Gibson  he  proceeded  to  Great  Falls  by 
team,  employing  relays  in  order  to  make  the 
journey  in  the  shortest  time  possible.  Arriving  here 
on  an  early  morning  in  June,  I  met  him  at  the  ferry, 
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just  below  the  mouth  of  Sun  River,  and  took  him  over 
the  townsite,  and  then  to  the  several  falls  above  the 
big  falls,  after  which  I  piloted  him  to  one  or  two  open¬ 
ings  in  the  adjacent  Sand  Coulee  coal  fields.  Return¬ 
ing  to  my  tent  at  the  foot  of  the  Long  Pool,  we  en¬ 
joyed  a  fine  dinner  prepared  by  John  Woods.  It  was 
evident  that  what  Mr.  Hill  had  seen  during  the  day 
had  made  a  deep  impression  on  his  mind  for,  while 
standing  on  a  spot  about  50  feet  away  from  my  tent, 
this  man  of  wonderful  perception  and  of  broad  vision 
outlined  to  me  a  plan  for  the  extension  of  the  Great 
Northern  Railway,  (then  called  the  St.  Paul,  Minne¬ 
apolis  and  Manitoba  Railway),  westward  from  the 
Red  River  valley  to  Great  Falls  and  assured  me  that 
this  great  work  would  at  once  be  undertaken  and 
would  be  pushed  forward  to  completion  in  a  shorter 
time  than  any  trunk  road  on  the  continent  had  ever 
been  built.  This  great  plan  for  railway  extension 
seemed  to  proceed,  fully  matured,  from  the  brain  of 
this  remarkable  man  as  we  stood  near  the  head  of 
the  rapids  that  mark  the  beginning  of  the  falls  of 
the  Missouri.  I  need  not  state  that  these  prophetic 
words  were  fulfilled,  almost  to  the  letter.  It  has  ever 
been  my  belief  since  this  eventful  day  when  Mr.  Hill 
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saw,  for  the  first  time,  the  falls  of  the  Missouri  and 
their  rich  surroundings,  that  no  other  capitalist  and 
railway  builder  in  the  world  could  have  so  compre¬ 
hended  at  a  glance,  as  he  did,  the  resources  and  the 
possibilities  of  this  great  Rocky  Mountain  region  and 
that,  had  he  been  able  to  do  so,  would  have  dared,  at 
this  early  date  in  the  history  of  the  Far  West,  to  build 
a  railway  line  through  a  trackless  wilderness,  composed 
largely  of  Indian  Reservations.  Let  it  also  be  under¬ 
stood  that,  in  extending  his  railway  line  into  this  un¬ 
settled  country,  he  was  paralleling  the  Northern  Paci¬ 
fic  Railway  that  had  been  heavily  endowed  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Government  while  his  projected  line  was  to  be 
built  without  the  aid  of  a  dollar  from  the  Federal  Gov¬ 
ernment.  Among  the  great  achievements  of  our  coun¬ 
try  in  railway  building,  this  extension  of  the  Great 
Northern  road  to  the  falls  of  the  Missouri,  in  North 
Central  Montana,  easily  stands  as  the  first.  Additional 
interest  attaches  to  this  achievement,  when  we  con¬ 
sider  that  this  road  was  so  managed  that  it  did  not  fall, 
at  that  time,  nor  has  it  ever  since  fallen,  into  the  hands 
of  a  receiver. 
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Four  or  five  years  before  the  founding  of  Great  Falls, 
two  or  three  log  cabins  had  been  built  by  cattlemen 
on  the  West  side  of  the  Missouri  River,  and  adjacent 
to  Sun  River,  while  one  cabin  had  been  built  by  Lucas 
Conanz,  between  the  West  end  of  the  First  Avenue 
North  wagon  bridge  and  the  machine  shops  of  the 
Great  Northern  Railway  Company. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL  DATA 

1805 

EWIS  AND  CLARK,  with  their  party  of 
thirty-two  men,  who,  on  their  way  to  the 
Pacific  Coast,  explored  the  Missouri  River 
from  its  junction  with  the  Mississippi  to  its 
source  in  the  Rocky  Mountains,  were  the  first  white 
people  who  saw  the  falls  of  the  Missouri  and  the 
site  where  the  city  of  Great  Falls  is  now  being 
built.  They  arrived  here  on  the  13th  day  of  June  and 
left  their  encampment,  at  the  foot  of  Lewis  and  Clark 
coulee,  near  the  White  Bear  Islands,  on  the  13th  day 
of  July. 

While  camped  here  they  celebrated  the  day  of  our 
National  Independence,  this  being  the  first  Fourth  of 
July  celebration  ever  held  between  Lake  Superior  and 
the  Pacific  Ocean. 

While  here  Captain  Clark  carefully  surveyed  the  falls 
of  the  Missouri  from  the  head  of  the  rapids  to  the 
mouth  of  Belt  River  and  prepared  a  map  of  the  same 
which  is,  to  this  day,  a  standard  map  of  the  falls  of 
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the  Missouri  and  of  the  ground  on  which  this  city  is 
located. 


1854 

Governor  Isaac  I.  Stevens,  when  making,  by  order 
of  the  War  Department,  explorations  and  surveys 
for  a  railroad  from  the  upper  Mississippi  valley  to 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  examined,  with  much  care,  the  falls 
of  the  Missouri,  incorporating  into  his  report  a  sketch 
of  the  Big  falls  and  also  of  the  Rainbow  falls.  Captain 
John  Mullan,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  examination  of 
the  falls,  recommended  the  establishment  of  a  military 
post  where  the  city  of  Great  Falls  is  now  being  built. 
The  following  is  quoted  from  his  report: 

“The  results  of  our  long  exploration  in  the  country 
have  developed  the  following  results  to  which  the  at¬ 
tention  of  Congress  should  be  especially  invited,  and 
which,  if  met  in  the  liberal  spirit  they  so  well  merit, 
will  redound  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Government 
by  testing,  to  the  fullest  extent,  the  golden  resources 
of  the  Rocky  Mountain  region  and  which,  standing  as 
they  do,  midway  between  the  Mississippi  and  Pacific, 
will  develop  a  bond  of  union  and  strength  between  the 
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extreme  sections  of  the  continent.  These  are,  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  military  depot  at  the  head  of  the  falls  of  the 
Missouri,  at  the  mouth  of  Sun  River,  with  a  three  com¬ 
pany  cavalry  post;  this  depot  to  supply  a  four  com¬ 
pany  cavalry  post  at  the  Deer  Lodge  and  a  one  com¬ 
pany  post  at  Hell  Gate.  In  this  region  are  nearly 
15,000  Indians  and  these  posts  are  needed  to  guard  the 
emigrant  lines  that  here  fork,  and  over  which  travel 
will  pass  every  season.” 


1862 

The  first  white  woman  who  visited  this  spot  was 
Margaret  Harkness,  who  came  here  from  Fort 
Benton,  with  her  father,  guided  by  Cadotte  the  scout. 
Margaret  Park  was  named  in  memory  of  this  woman. 

1872 

Engineer  Milner  Roberts,  accompanied  by  his  son, 
Chas.  P.  Roberts,  acting  in  the  interest  of  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company,  examined  the 
Missouri  River  carefully  from  the  foot  of  the  falls  to 
the  gate  of  the  mountains  and  thence  to  the  three 
forks.  The  five  miles  of  broad,  deep  water,  having  a 
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very  slow  current  and  terminating  where  the  head  of 
the  rapids  begins  and  in  which  the  White  Bear  Islands 
are  situated,  was  named  the  “Long  Pool”  by  Milner 
Roberts.  The  foot  of  the  Long  Pool,  which  becomes 
a  bay  on  the  East  side  of  the  river,  is  now  called 
Broadwater  Bay. 


1882 

First  examined  site  for  city  at  the  falls  of  the  Missouri. 

Formed  partnership  with  J.  J.  Hill  in  the  Great  Falls 
enterprise. 

1883 

Platted  city  and  named  it  Great  Falls. 

The  first  ferry  across  the  Missouri  River  was  estab¬ 
lished  by  Chas.  Wegner  who  also  located  the  first  lum¬ 
ber  yard  in  the  city,  for  A.  M.  Holter  and  Company, 
the  lumber  having  been  rafted  down  the  Missouri 
River  from  a  point  near  Stubb  s  ferry. 

Mrs.  Sutherland  was  the  first  white  woman  to  make 
her  home  in  Great  Falls. 
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The  plat  of  the  Great  Falls  townsite  was  recorded  in 
this  year  and  the  first  lots  sold  were  purchased  by  Cap¬ 
tain  George  S.  Hoyt. 

1884 

James  J.  Hill  first  visited  the  new  town  of  Great  Falls. 

Ira  Myers  located  his  portable  sawmill  here,  obtaining 
his  logs  from  the  mountains  adjacent  to  the  Smith 
River  Canyon. 

The  first  child  born  in  Great  Falls  was  John  Higgins, 
son  of  H.  H.  Higgins. 

The  first  election  was  held  in  the  fall  of  this  year, 
George  E.  Huy,  H.  O.  Chowen  and  James  Walker  be¬ 
ing  the  judges. 

The  first  man  to  die  in  Great  Falls  was  George  Smith, 
who  was  buried  on  the  side  of  Prospect  Hill.  George 
Murdock,  who  died  in  1885,  was  also  buried  on  Pros¬ 
pect  Hill  but,  after  this,  all  burials  were  made  in,  what 
is  now,  Highland  Cemetery. 

W.  P.  Wren  opened  the  first  general  store  in  Great 
Falls. 
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1885 

The  first  schoolhouse  was  built  in  Great  Falls. 

The  First  National  Bank  was  established  here,  L.  G. 
Phelps  being  Cashier. 

The  Great  Falls  Tribune  was  established,  Will  Hanks 
being  its  owner  and  editor. 

All  the  water  power  and  lands  acquired  by  Hill  and 
Gibson  were  owned  by  them  exclusively  until  Sep¬ 
tember  23rd,  1885,  when  Conrad  Gotzian  of  St.  Paul 
bought  a  one-quarter  interest  from  Gibson.  The  own¬ 
ership  of  the  Great  Falls  properties  remained  with  Hill, 
Gibson  and  Gotzian  until  July,  1887,  when  the  Great 
Falls  Water  Power  and  Townsite  Company  was  or¬ 
ganized,  by  far  the  largest  portion  of  the  stock  having 
been  subscribed  by  stockholders  in  the  Great  Northern 
Railway  Company. 

First  Christmas  celebration  was  held  in  the  school 
house.  There  were  fifty  children  present,  including 
several  from  Sand  Coulee.  Rev.  Largent  was  Chair¬ 
man  and  Phil  Gibson,  Secretary;  Albert  Huy  and 
Beachley  Bros,  and  Hickory  furnished  the  trees  and 


(23) 


The  Founding  of 


decorations;  Mrs.  Ladd,  Mrs.  Largent  and  Mrs.  Pratt 
solicited  money  for  presents ;  Prof.  O.  C.  Mortson  was 
Santa  Claus. 


1886 

The  first  church  in  Great  Falls  was  built  by  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  denomination. 


1887 

The  original  Park  Hotel  was  built  and  opened. 

The  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Railway  was 
completed  from  the  Red  River  Valley  to  Great  Falls 
in  October,  this  notable  event  having  been  signalized 
by  a  huge  bonfire  on  Prospect  Hill. 

Great  Falls  Water  Power  and  Townsite  Company  was 
incorporated,  C.  A.  Broadwater  its  first  President. 

1888 

Great  Falls  was  incorporated  as  a  city  in  Octo¬ 
ber  and  an  election  was  called  for  the  10th  day  of  No¬ 
vember,  when  Paris  Gibson  was  elected  as  the  first 
mayor  of  the  city. 
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1890 

The  Federal  census  showed  a  population  of  3,979. 

The  dam  at  Black  Eagle  Falls  was  completed  by  the 
Great  Falls  Water  Power  and  Townsite  Company,  the 
Chief  Engineer  being  J.  W.  Fanning,  while  M.  S.  Park¬ 
er  held  the  position  of  Resident  Engineer  in  charge  of 
the  work. 

Before  the  dam  was  completed,  ground  was  broken  for 
the  Boston  and  Montana  Copper  Smelting  works. 
These  extensive  works  were  built  under  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  that  brilliant  metallurgical  Engineer  Charles 
O.  Parsons  who,  just  as  he  had  nearly  concluded  their 
construction,  was  deposed  by  the  Company  through 
the  influence  of  a  clique  who  had  been,  from  the  be¬ 
ginning,  opposed  to  the  location  of  this  plant  at  Great 
Falls.  The  remarkable  success  that  has  attended  this 
copper  smelting  plant  has  fully  demonstrated  the 
wisdom  of  Charles  O.  Parsons  in  locating  it  on  this 
great  water  power.  The  city  of  Great  Falls  will  ever 
be  indebted  to  this  talented  and  far-sighted  engineer 
for  much  of  its  prosperity  during  the  past  23  years. 
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The  following,  extracted  from  the  Boston  News  Bur¬ 
eau  two  or  three  years  after  Engineer  Parsons  was  de¬ 
posed  from  his  position,  will  be  read  with  interest : 

“But  when  the  Boston  and  Montana  smelting  works 
at  Great  Falls  finally  got  all  their  economics  into  line 
the  company  raised  its  output  and  diminished  its 
manufacturing  cost  with  a  celerity  never  before 
equalled  in  copper  mining  operations.  One  of  the 
most  pathetic  things,  however,  in  connection  with  the 
Boston  and  Montana  is  that  the  engineer  who  con¬ 
ceived  this  Great  Falls  plant  and  had  finally  to  yield 
to  others  his  unfinished  plans,  the  fruition  of  which  he 
never  saw,  died  unknown  on  a  railway  train  in  Ore¬ 
gon  last  year,  and  barely  escaped  a  pauper  burial  in 
an  unmarked  grave  at  the  very  time  the  Boston  brok¬ 
ers’  board  was  presenting  a  scene  of  activity  such  as 
has  been  seldom  witnessed  in  rising  Boston  and  Mon¬ 
tana  copper  shares.  Yet  if  ever  there  was  a  speculation 
in  connection  with  the  management  of  the  Boston  and 
Montana,  it  was  the  scientific  speculation  of  Engineer 
Charles  O.  Parsons,  who  first  attempted  to  apply  steel 
smelting  processes  to  copper  ore.” 

Having  noted  many  of  the  most  important  events  that 
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occurred  in  Great  Falls,  from  its  founding  to  1890, 
reference  to  further  events  subsequent  to  this  period 
would  appear  unnecessary  at  this  time. 

PARIS  GIBSON. 


Great  Falls,  Montana,  January  1st,  1914 
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